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State College Area School District 
Office of Physical Plant 

Ed Poprik, Director 
 
To:          Board of School Directors, Facilities and Grounds Committee 
  
From:       Ed Poprik 
  
RE:           High School project 
  
Date:       April 11, 2018 
 
Project Update: 
On Wednesday, April 4, Phase 2 of the project, which included the Cafeteria and 
renovated Auditorium (now large group instruction), was successfully opened. 
 
On Saturday, April 7, a much larger crowd than expected turned out for an Open 
House. 
 
While the final phases of the project are slated for completion in the summer of 2019, 
the team continues to push for additional areas to be opened as interim phases.  The 
most focus to date has been around the library and guidance areas, which are adjacent 
to the occupied building.  The shells of these spaces are currently constructed, 
completing the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP), as well as the finishes would 
be the focus.  Another potential area for accelerated occupancy would be the art 
rooms, which are renovated spaces from the 1962 building and adjacent to the 
cafeteria.  In all of these cases, the biggest hurdle is that the MEP systems are fed 
from the yet to be constructed part of the building as opposed to the currently 
occupied building. 
 
The district is currently working with the Borough of State College to bid the traffic 
light installation on Westerly Parkway.  The district has designed and had the plans 
approved by PennDOT.  Due to their expertise in this area, the Borough will bid these 
projects and the school district will reimburse the costs.  Once completed, the signals 
will be turned over to the Borough for maintenance and operation. 
 
High School North Field (artificial vs. grass field surface): 
As part of the High School project, a natural grass field is included in the location of 
the old North building that is currently being razed.  This field will be located in a very 
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high demand location for our district sports and other activities, as well as anticipated 
requests from community groups. 
 
Research at Iowa State University has suggested that the number of uses a natural 
grass field can sustain without permanent damage is 79.  While not as specific, 
research at Penn State corroborates these types of findings.   
 
If installed as natural grass, a conservative estimate for potential uses on this field 
would be 150 (or more). 
 

March   10 
April   24 
May   24 
June   14 
July   0 
August  24 
September  24 
October  24 
November  6 
Total   150 

 
While many factors are involved in specific field damage and recovery rates, it is highly 
likely that if used as envisioned, a natural grass field in this location would see a 
damaging amount of use.  Three potential remedies would be: 
 
 -Plan for extensive renovations to the field on a regular basis 
 -Plan for prioritizing and limiting the use of the field 
 -Fund the conversion of this field to artificial turf 
 
ELA has estimated the cost of this conversion as well as any savings from not installing 
the natural grass as follows: 
 
 -New artificial turf field $1,037,149 
 -Delete natural grass $46,685 
 -Net cost   $990,464 
 
As this work is currently proceeding, a general decision will be needed in the next few 
months in order to capture the savings from deleting the natural grass. 
 
 


